
ZENITH CHAMBERS 

HOUSING TEAM 

This brochure introduces the Barristers at Zenith Chambers who spe-

cialise in Housing Law for tenants, local authority, housing association 

and private sector landlords. 

The Housing Team led by the leading practitioners in the North has an 

extensive range of experience and expertise in this field of law.  

The Housing Team along with Zenith Chambers in general has the 

benefit of a strong and experienced Clerking Team. They can help you 

with all aspects of your query and point you in the direction of the most 

suitable barrister for your case. 

Zenith Chambers‟ opening hours are 8.30am to 6.00pm Monday to Fri-

day but our out-of-hours recorded message will provide you with an al-

ternative contact telephone number in case of an emergency. 

Zenith Chambers 
10 Park Square 
Leeds LS1 2LH 

Tel: 0113 245 5438        
Fax : 0113 242 3515 

clerks@zenithchambers.co.uk 



THE BARRISTERS 

CHRISTOPHER DODD Call 1984 – Group Leader 

SARAH GREENAN Call 1987 

SIMON READ Call 1989 

PHILLIP BARBER Call 1991 

JUSTIN CROSSLEY Call 1993 

ANESH PEMA Call 1994 

ANDREW WILSON Call 1995 

TOM TYSON Call 1995 

HELEN GREATOREX Call 1997 

NICOLA PHILLIPSON Call 1999 

KATE HUNTER GORDON Call 2000 

VILMA VODANOVIC Call 2002 

MICHELE STUART-LOFTHOUSE Call 2001 

SABRINA HARTSHORN Call 2001 

RUWENA KHAN Call 2005 

JOHN-PAUL SWOBODA Call 2006 

MANAGEMENT & CLERKING TEAM 0113 245 5438  

ROBIN BUTCHARD PRACTICE DIRECTOR 

CLIVE TAYLOR SENIOR CLERK 

BECCIE HARTLEY 1
ST

 JUNIOR CLERK 

STEPHEN RENDER 2
ND

 JUNIOR CLERK 



 

 

 

 

 

Christopher Dodd 
(1984 call) 

 

Christopher‟s expertise and experience in housing matters has resulted in a busy and 
well established practice with many reported cases. In particular he specialises in land-
lord and tenant – both residential and commercial; Judicial Review / Homelessness Ap-
peals; Easement and Boundary Disputes. 
His numerous reported cases relate to the reinstatement of assured and secured tenan-
cies; homelessness after domestic violence; the eviction of gypsies; closing orders; re-
fuse collection; disrepair and Article 8 ECHR and possession proceedings. 

Christopher sits as a Deputy District Judge, and is a member of the Institute of Arbitra-
tors.  

He also specialises in business and property matters.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sarah Greenan  

(1987 Call) 

 

 

Sarah has practised in the field of housing law for over twenty years. She undertakes 
work in all aspects of housing and property law, including homelessness, judicial review, 
disrepair and antisocial behaviour. 
 
Sarah‟s practice also embraces probate, property, trusts, and family law. She had a par-
ticular interest in property disputes involving cohabitees and in cases where property/
housing elements overlap or interact with family law issues. 
 
Sarah is a Chairman of the Residential Property Tribunal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Simon Read  

(1989 Call)  

 

 

Simon‟s extensive and well developed practice spans the closely connected areas of 
property, housing and local government. 

He has been a Deputy District Judge since 2005. 

Simon specialises in landlord and tenant, residential property, housing, and public law 
(especially homelessness, housing and community care). In recent years, he has ac-
quired particular expertise in claims concerning anti-social behaviour. 

He has recently and regularly appeared in the Court of Appeal and Administrative Court 
in housing, ASB and homelessness cases, is the secretary to the Yorkshire Housing Law 
Practitioners‟ Association, a member of the Bar Council‟s Civil Legal Aid Sub-Committee, 
and undertakes regular training and speaking engagements in housing law and related 
fields. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Phillip Barber  

(1991 Call) 

 

Phillip‟s work spans the Housing and Social Rights groups at Zenith. With 20 years prac-
tical experience in housing and social welfare law behind him both as a solicitor and as a 
barrister he undertakes work from tribunal representation through to appeal court work. 

Phillip‟s career started as a housing adviser for Shelter in 1987 before being called to the 
Bar in 1991. Always specialising in housing, he worked in independent practice in Lon-
don until 1995 when he took up a post at the Harehills & Chapeltown Law Centre eventu-
ally re-qualifying as a solicitor before becoming managing solicitor of the Law Centre. He 
returned to the Bar, joining Zenith Chambers, in January 2007. 

Phillip also specialises in social security, mental health, landlord and tenant and property 
law issues. 

He is a former lecturer in housing law at the Leeds Metropolitan University and a former 
trainer for Shelter. Phillip has a Master‟s degree in Social Welfare Law and is currently 
undertaking legal research towards a Doctorate. 

 
Phillip is a Deputy District Chairman of the Appeals Tribunal and a Part-Time Chairman 
of the Residential Property Tribunal.  

Members of the Housing Team 



 

 

 

 

 

Justin Crossley  

(1993 call) 

 

Justin represents across the whole spectrum of housing cases and has appeared in 
courts up to and including the Court of Appeal. 

 

Justin has lectured on a broad range of housing topics on behalf of Zenith Chambers 
and the Northern Housing Training Company.  

 

Justin is also a specialist in personal injury matters.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anesh Pema 

(1994 Call) 

 
Anesh is an expert in nuisance and anti-social behaviour law including possession pro-
ceedings, judicial review and in particular ASBOs. He has appeared in a number of the 
leading cases in this field. He also regularly appears in possession proceedings both for 
Tenants & Landlords. He also has considerable experience in injunctive proceedings 
including Section 153A and S.222 injunctions.  
 
He has advised and conducted ASBOs for numerous authorities and police forces in-
cluding Kirklees MBC, Bradford MBC, Newport CC, Gwent CC, Torfaen CC, Leeds CC, 
Nottingham CC, Middleborough MBC, North Tyneside Council, Newcastle City Council, 
West Yorkshire Police, Nottinghamshire Police Authority and many others. 
 
Anesh is the co-author of a specialist practitioner text book on ASBOs now its 4th edition 
and is a contributing author to other practitioner texts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Andrew Wilson  

(1995 Call) 

 

 

 

Andrew‟s Housing practice focuses on possession actions; landlord and Tenant ; 

unlawful eviction; injunctive relief in the County Court; ASBO applications in the Magis-
trates Court and on to Appeal in the Crown Court. 
 
He has a reputation as a thorough, well prepared and tenacious advocate. 
 

Andrew also undertakes personal injury work. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tom Tyson 

(1995 Call) 

 

Tom has broad experience and depth of knowledge in the housing area, with special 
emphasis on Landlord and Tenant. 

 

Tom acts for and against Local Authorities and private landlords in disrepair claims; 
possession claims and anti-social behaviour cases. 

 

Tom is former assistant editor in „Tolley‟s Claims to Possession of Land‟ 5th Edition, 
2000-2003. 

 

Tom‟s practice also embraces personal injury matters in which he acts for both claimant 
and defendant. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Helen Greatorex 

(1997 call) 

 

Helen is an experienced housing lawyer and throughout the ten years she has been 
practicing has appeared regularly in both the County Court and Magistrates‟ Court in 
cases involving issues relating to housing and anti-social behaviour. More recently she 
has appeared in both the Administrative Court and Court of Appeal. She is regularly 
instructed on behalf of both landlords (private, local authority and registered social land-
lords) and tenants. 
 
Helen is available to consider the merits of a case at an early stage, and to draft plead-
ings and other related documents including counter schedules, questions to experts and 
Part 18 requests. 
 
Helen frequently appears in the County Court and is experienced in bringing and de-
fending possession claims, applications for Anti-Social Behaviour Injunctions, committal 
hearings, disrepair claims, unlawful eviction claims and homelessness appeals. She is 
also instructed to attend directions hearings and specific applications relating to ongoing 
claims. In the Magistrates‟ Court Helen appears in applications for interim and final Anti-
Social Behaviour Orders and to vary existing orders. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nicola Phillipson 

(1999 Call) 

 

 

Nicola‟s specialist areas in which she also provides pleadings and advice on liability and 
quantum are: disrepair claims; possession proceedings; unlawful evictions; s152 injunc-
tions and committals; homelessness; ASBOs. Nicola acts on behalf of several local 
authorities. 

Nicola regularly speaks at seminars on housing topics.  

She also specialises in personal injury matters.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kate Hunter Gordon 

(2000 Call)  

 

 

 

Kate‟s specialist areas are as follows: disrepair claims; possession proceedings; s152 
Injunctions and Committals. 

 

Kate also specialises in family and personal injury matters. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Michele Stuart-
Lofthouse 

(2001 Call) 

 

 

  

Michele was a former solicitor, dealing mostly with contractual issues and Landlord & 
Tenant matters. 
  
Since coming to the Bar, Michele‟s expertise includes a variety of housing matters. She 
handles cases relating to Harassment, ASBO, Disrepair, Unlawful Eviction and of 
course Landlord and Tenant cases. She receives instruction from firms of solicitors as 
well as Housing Associations and Local Authorities. 
  
Michele also receives instruction in Crime, Personal Injury and a small amount of gen-
eral civil work. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Sabrina Hartshorn 

(2001 Call) 

 

Sabrina undertakes work in the following areas of housing law: injunctions, committals, 
possession proceedings; drafting pleadings and provides advice on liability. 

  

Sabrina is an active member of the Zenith Young Bar, providing seminars on a wide 
range of topics specifically geared to the more junior and trainee solicitors, legal execs 
and case workers on a wide range of topics. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vilma Vodanovic 

(2002 Call) 

 

In housing matters, Vilma undertakes both court work and paperwork in relation to: 
housing disrepair; anti-social behaviour orders; possession claims; unlawful evictions 
and injunctions. 

  

Vilma acts on behalf of registered social landlords, private landlords and tenants.  

  

Vilma regularly provides seminars in a wide range of housing issues, including Disability 
Discrimination in possession proceedings, disrepair and ASBOs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ruwena Khan  

(2005 Call) 

 

Ruwena is instructed to provide written advices, pleadings and appears in the Magis-
trates and County Court. 

 

During her pupillage she assisted in the preparation of trials involving disrepair and 
possession claims, disputes as to land and trusts and contractual disputes. 

 

Ruwena is an active member of the Zenith Young Bar, providing seminars on a wide 
range of topics specifically geared to the more junior and trainee solicitors, legal execs 
and case workers on a wide range of topics. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John Paul Swoboda  

(2006 Call)  

 

John Paul started his pupillage with Zenith Chambers in August 2007.  

During his pupillage he has spent time with Tom Storey, a criminal defence and prose-
cution barrister (Grade 4) and Aelred Hookway, a senior family practitioner. 

During his second six month pupillage, which started in January 2008, he has been 
instructed in numerous PI cases involving personal injury, road traffic accident and PI-
related crime, a coroner‟s inquest case as well as various other criminal cases. John-
Paul is keen to specialise in Housing matters.  

John-Paul is an active member of the Zenith Young Bar, and spoken at seminars 
geared to the more junior and trainee solicitors, legal execs and case workers on a wide 
range of topics.  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Robin Butchard 

Practice Director 

 

One of the most dedicated and experienced people in the clerking 
business, with a career stretching back to 1962, Rob leads a lively 
team of business-minded clerks and pro-active administration staff.  
He is responsible for developing Zenith‟s enthusiastic “can-do” culture, 
and is a key contributor to its strong decisive management team. 
 
He is a member of the Institute of Barristers Clerks  
 
As anyone who‟s crossed paths with Rob will know, outside Chambers 
there‟s cricket, cricket, and cricket, which Rob umpires with the same 
iron fist and velvet glove as he uses to manage Chambers.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clive Taylor 

Senior Clerk 

 

Clive has been in the Clerking business since 1970 and is committed 
to ensuring his team provide a first class clerking service for the busy 
Civil and Family teams.  Problem solving skills and attention to detail 
are two of Clive‟s most valuable assets. He is helpful and knowledge-
able in his dealings with clients and has experience in creating and 
advising on Conditional Fee Agreements.   

Clive is a member of the Institute of Barristers Clerks.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Beccie Hartley 

1st Junior Clerk  

 

Beccie has been a Clerk since 1999. She is responsible for the major-
ity of the family grad fee billing and queries and knows the scheme 
inside out.  She is a great multi-tasker, successfully managing an ex-
tremely busy civil and family diary.  

 

In her spare time she competes in 3 Day Eventing, (bolting around 
North Lincolnshire hanging on to her horse for dear life!).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Steve Render 

2nd Junior Clerk 

 

 

 

Responsible to the large Civil and Family Teams, Steve is a fully quali-
fied member of the Institute of Barristers‟ Clerks, and has worked in 
the business since 1999.  Relentless about reminding his team to 
complete their paperwork on time for clients, he‟s renowned for his 
much-needed patience and sense of humour.   

 
Much of his spare time is spent in the gym; broad shoulders are a 
must in his job!. 

 

 

The Management & Clerking Team 


