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Sabrina Hartshorn (2001 call) 
Practice currently embraces : Crime; Business Affair s; Personal Injury & Housing 
Crime 
Sabrina defends and prosecutes all areas of crime regularly appearing in the Crown, Magistrates and Youth Courts. She 
has a wide range of experience spanning cases involving Violent Offences; Sexual Offences (including those against 
children committed by offenders under 18 and child pornography); Drugs offences (including large scale conspiracy to 
supply) and Dishonesty Offences. She is a grade 2 prosecutor. 
Business 
Sabrina is developing her knowledge and experience in contractual disputes and commercial landlord and tenant 
matters.  Her work includes drafting proceedings, and providing advice on liability & quantum on a broad range of 
contractual and commercial claims for both claimants and defendants. 
Personal Injury 
Sabrina regularly represents claimants and defendants at all levels in all manner of personal injury claims including road 
traffic accidents, occupier's liability, local authority liability and credit hire claims.  In addition to representing parties at 
trial her practice includes: Providing written advices and pleadings; Disposal hearings; Detailed assessments of costs;  
Careless driving prosecutions in the magistrates courts & Representing parties at Coroner's inquests. 
Housing 
Sabrina is developing her knowledge and experience in housing matters, these include Injunctions, Committals and 
Possession Proceedings. She also drafts pleadings and provides advice on liability on these matters. 

Sabrina  has an MA (Hons) University of Edinburgh; and a Postgraduate Diploma in Law, The College of Law, Chester. 
In her spare time Sabrina enjoys skiing, tennis, music and cooking. 

  

 

Michele Stuart-Lofthouse (2001 call) 
Practice currently embraces : Crime, Family, busines s & Personal Injury 
Business 
As a solicitor, prior to becoming a barrister, Michele developed a particular interest in commercial landlord and tenant 
and minor contractual disputes. Now at the Bar, she continues to specialise in these types of cases, providing advice 
and pleadings as required. 
Family 
Michele has an expanding family practice.  She represents both applicants and respondents, and her experience centres 
around non-molestation injunctions and occupation orders; Committals; Child contact disputes and Residence orders 
Crime 
As part of her criminal practice Michele regularly appears in the Crown Court and the Magistrates' Court undertaking 
both Prosecution and Defence work.  She has a particular interest in Road Traffic cases and offences of violence. She is 
a grade 2 prosecutor. 
PI 
Michele’s growing Civil practice includes acting on behalf of Claimants and Defendants in small claims and fast track 
cases.  She also provides advice on liability and quantum and drafts pleadings in the following cases: Road Traffic 
Accidents; Slipping and tripping and Disposal Hearings. 

Michele  has a Masters by Research in Housing and Human Rights Law from Leeds University, and Common 
Professional Examination from Nottingham Law School. Michele plays the clarinet and saxophone, and enjoys rally 
driving, single-seater racing and 5-a-side football.  She is fluent in French. 

  

 

Vilma Vodanovic (2002 call) 
Practice currently embraces : Housing; Business Affa irs; and Personal Injury 
Housing  
Vilma undertakes both court work and paperwork in relation to housing disrepair, anti social behaviour orders, 
possession claims, unlawful evictions and injunctions on behalf of registered social landlords, private landlords and 
tenants. Vilma regularly provides seminars in a wide range of housing issues, including Disability Discrimination in 
possession proceedings, disrepair and ASBOs. 
Business 
Vilma’s work involves contractual disputes, credit hire agreements, debt, employment, probate and landlord and tenant.  
She undertakes court work, provides pleadings & advices in relation to all these matters. 
PI 
Vilma regularly acts on behalf of Claimants and Defendants fast-track matters, and has experience in dealing with multi-
track cases, dealing with both court work and paperwork, in the following areas: Road Traffic Accidents; Slipping and 
Tripping; Accidents at work; Holiday claims and Disposal hearings. She also provides pleadings and advices on liability 
& quantum in these matters. 

Vilma  has an LLB (hons) from University of Leeds. In her spare time, Vilma plays the guitar, and enjoys hiking and 
cycling. Vilma’s native tongue is Serbo-Croate, and she can speak some French, German and a little spanish 
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Catherine Duffy (2003 call) 
Practice currently embraces : Crime & Personal Injury  
Crime 
Catherine regularly defends and prosecutes in the crown court in all areas of crime including: Murder; Serious violence; 
Drugs offences and Customs offences. Catherine is a Grade 2 prosecutor. 
PI   
Catherine regularly appears and advises on fast track cases for both claimants and defendants.  She has particular 
experience in Road Traffic Accidents; Slipping and tripping; Credit hire; Accidents at work; Disposal hearings and Costs 
hearings. 

Catherine  has a reputation amongst colleagues and clients as a hardworking, determined and approachable barrister. 
She has an Ll.B (Hons), 2:1, from University of Birmingham. In her free time Catherine enjoys travel, climbing and water 
sports 

  

 

Stuart Jamieson (2003 call)  
Practice currently embraces : Family & Personal Inju ry 
Family 
Stuart has a family law practice encompassing Care proceedings: representation of Local Authorities, parents and 
children's guardians; Private law children’s cases: including contact, residence and removal from the jurisdiction; 
Domestic violence and injunctive proceedings:  non-molestation and occupation orders, protection from Harassment Act 
actions and committal proceedings and Ancillary relief work. He was instructed in Re S (children) (2007) The Times 2 
July 2007 : a court of appeal private law case concerning the finding of fact and the use of expert evidence. 
PI 
Stuart’s experience in the PI area consists of a considerable number of small claim, fast track and multi-track hearings, 
inquests and civil applications.  His expertise includes road traffic accidents, other personal injury cases, contractual 
disputes and pleadings and advices on liability and quantum. 

Stuart  is known for his practical, hardworking, determined approach to his work. He has an MA (Hons) Law from 
Magdalene College, Cambridge. In his spare time Stuart enjoys football, skiing and music. 

  

 

Matthew Donkin (2004 call) 
Crime 
Following a general common law practise since his Call to the Bar, Matthew now specialises in criminal law.  
 
He acts on behalf of both Prosecution and Defence in Crown Courts throughout the North Eastern Circuit. He is 
instructed in Courts Martial cases, as well as for privately and funded clients. His practice embraces all areas of criminal 
practise  including offences of Violence, Public Disorder, Sex and Drugs..  Matthew is a Grade 2 Crown Prosecutor. 

Matthew  has an LLB (Hons) from University of Leicester. During his spare time, Matthew enjoys football, cricket, golf, 
history and literature. 

  

 

Ruwena Khan (2005 call) 
Practice currently embraces : Crime, Personal Injury , Family & Business Affairs 
Crime 
Ruwena's Criminal practice involves undertaking both general Defence and Prosecution work and has particular 
experience in road traffic and public disorder offences, offences of violence (notably in domestic circumstances) and 
also offences under the Fraud Act 2006.  
PI 
Ruwena's PI practice involves representation of Claimants and Defendants in both small claims and fast track trials.   
Ruwena has particular experience in personal injury and road traffic disputes and credit hire agreements.  She also 
prepares written advices on liability and quantum and drafts pleadings.  

Housing  
Currently training in Housing Law, Ruwena wishes to broaden her practice to encompass this area of law. 

Ruwena  has an LLB (Hons) from University of Manchester. She enjoys five-a-side football (Leeds Bar Ladies), piano, 
guitar, cinema, reading and painting. She is fluent in French and Bengali, and has a good knowledge of German. 
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Alfred Weiss (2006 call) 
Practice currently embraces : Crime, Employment, Family & Personal Injury  
Alfred has just completed his pupillage. He had a busy second six months’ work, with a good mix of advocacy and 
paperwork, focussing on Criminal and Personal Injury matters. He now looks to consolidate his practice in these areas, 
and to extend his knowledge and consolidate his skills in family and employment matters. 
Crime  
Alfred has a balanced background of prosecution and defence in magistrate court trials and Crown Court hearings 
PI 
Alfred acts in disposal hearings in the fast track and multi track, and drafts advices on quantum and liability, particulars 
of claim and defences. 
Family  
As a second six pupil, Alfred trained in family law. Since becoming a tenant he continues to expand his family practice 

Employment  
Alfred wishes to broaden his practice to encompass this area of law, and to this end is currently training in employment 
law. 

Alfred  has an MPhil History, CANTAB and History BA, CANTAB, First Class. He is Bilingual English-Spanish speaker, 
fluent in French & has conversational German. 

  

 

 
John-Paul Swoboda (2006 call) 
John Paul started his pupillage with Zenith Chambers in August 2007.  
 
During his pupillage he has spent time with Tom Storey, a criminal defence and prosecution barrister (Grade 4) and 
Aelred Hookway, a senior family practitioner. 
 
During his second six month pupillage, which started in January 2008, he has been instructed in numerous PI cases 
involving personal injury, road traffic accident and PI-related crime, a coroners inquest case as well as various other 
criminal cases. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 


